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·LETTER

This Acquisition Letter (AL) is issued by the Procurement Executive 
pursuant to a delegation from the Secretary and under the authority 
of the Department of Energy Acquisition Regulation (DEAR) Subpart 
901.301-71. 
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DEAR 970,27 Patents, Data, and Copyrights 

I, Purpose. The purpose of this AL is to provide policy 
guidance, and an implementing contract clause, governing data and 
computer software rights under those management· and operating (M&O) 
contracts that include·a technology transfer clause implementing the 
National Competitiveness Technology Transfer Act (NCTTA) of 1989 
(Pub, L. 101-189), 

II. Background. Among other things, the NCTTA establishes, as a
national objective, the enhancement of the United States industrial
base by applying the capabilities, technologies, and skills found in
the Department of Energy's M&O contractor laboratories and
facilities. To implement the objectives of the NCTTA, it is
necessary to provide certain expanded rights regarding data and
computer software to those M&O contractors participating, by virtue
of their contract, in NCTTA technology transfer activities of the
Department.

III, Guidance. The intent of DOE's revised data policy is to 
broaden the rights of M&O contractors to include copyright 
protection of technical data other than computer software. To 
implement this change in policy, the attached contract clause 
contains several significant differences from the "Rights in 
Technical Data-Facility" clause now prescribed in AL 88-1 for use in 
M&O contracts. The following changes are hereby made through the 
promulgation of the clause entitled "Rights in Data-Technology 
Transfer Activities,'' attached hereto: 

A, The term "proprietary data" is no longer used. Instead, 
terms used in the Federal Acquisition Regulation, such as "limited 


















